




The MSD has noted with concern the proliferation of incidents within the 
waters of Trinidad and Tobago (T&T) involving “small boats”. This is the 
term used for vessels under 24 metres in length, which fall outside the 
regulatory scope of the International Convention on Safety of Life at 
Sea (SOLAS 74/78), to which Trinidad and Tobago is party and enforces 
through the Act and its surveyors and inspectors. The notorious 
‘Flugtag’ incident at Williams Bay, Chaguaramas in 2011 first brought 
these concerns to national attention, and highlighted the lack of 
legislative and regulatory cover for vessels of this nature.

A more recent incident occurred in Chaguaramas which involved a 
Coast Guard vessel (Interceptor CG017) and a pirogue (Most Play 3) on 
the 12th August 2020. The two vessels collided in an area of moderate 
traffic resulting in injuries to personnel on both sides and as a result, this 
accident caused the pirogue to sink.  In addition, and notwithstanding 
the provision within the Shipping Act requiring that all vessels trading in 
the waters of Trinidad and Tobago require appropriate financial cover, 
neither party had insurance to cover the damages incurred.
















